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INTRODUCTION TO A SULTAN 


In the Far East, twenty years ago, anyone you met would give you a drink 
and from some you could borrow money, even if your standing was not sufficient- 
ly good for an introduction to a club. But no matter how open to suspicion you 
happened to be, you could always get a letter of introduction to some one fur- 
ther on. The man who gave you the introduction would not have to know the per- 
son addressed - it was simply a recognized means of getting rid of you, because 
refusal to assist a white man in distress simply wasn't countenanced. What the 
next man would do for you and how he would contrive to get rid of you was his 
business. 


Such an introduction was given me many years ago in Manila. I didn't know 
the gan whe gave it to me and he had never met the man I was to see, who happen- 
ed to live in Scerabaya, Java. I departed happily thinking of the ware welcome 
I would get in far away Java and in due time I arrived in Soerabaya, hastening 
to present my letter to the Hollander who happened to be manager of the oil firm 
there. 


After some waiting, I was ushered into a palatial office to find a shrewd 
fellow in impeccable white facing me from behind a huge desk. He was coldly po- 
lite up to the time he discovered that I was not in need of funds. Then he ask- 
ea what he could do for me. When he was told that he could assist me to visit 
Bali, which then allowed only six foreigners to be on the island at one time, ap 
island which hed no hotels nor any except the most primitive means of transpor- 
tation, his manner changed and he was all kindness, sending a telegram to his 
agent to meet me on arrival and bowing me out with the greatest courtesy. 


That is how I came to see Bali, an earthly Paradise perhaps second only to 
the Hawaiian Islands. I was met at Singaradje and pulled through the surf by 8 
kindly Sollander who placed his private Ford car, driven by his son, at my dispos- 
al for a week. Upon bidding him farewell I had the greatest difficulty in making 
him accept any recompense. 


(continued on inside back cover) 
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I am not to tell you of Bali for Frederick O'Brien and thousands of others 
have written about it, and it is much in the news now. I am glad to have seen 
it in all its primitive glory, without automobiles, without any tourists and 
with only an occasional rest house for sheltering the casual visitor. My story 
is about a Sultan who then dwelt at Karangasem in Eastern Bali. He was the sole 
representative of a power which had existed for centuries before the Dutch con- 
quered Bali a few years before my visit, after a brave but futile resistance. 
In bland ignorance of custom I ha@ the temerity to call on Goeste Bagos, the 
Sultan. The fizst and second of three rings at the Palace door were repulsed by 
@ bleary-eyed retainer who knew me not. My card was finally accepted and through 
an interpreter it was explained that the party wished to do honor to the Sultan 
and had come all the way from Washington, the home of the President of the United 
States, to do it. That fetohed him and we got in to be met by the Sultan who 
proved in no way different, in appearance, from the house boy at many a Far East- 


ern club. 


After we had left without seeing the Hares, but with a vermouth or twe un- 
der our belts, we promptly forgot the incident until the following Christaas 
nearly a year later, when I had returned to the United States. Then it occurred 
to the members of the family that we should send the Sultan a greeting. What 
could be sweeter than a Christmas card? So a beautiful one was selected, all 
Plushy and encrusted with snow, the Star of Bethlehem shining bright, and this 
touching evidence of friendship was duly despatched to Sultan Goeste Bagos, with 
@ thumping Merry Christmas to boot. No, I was not called to account by oar 
State Department for affronting a Mohammedan with a Christeas card. Instead, 
true to the Eastern tradition that a gift compels a return in kind Goeste Bagos 
the Sultan sent me a photograph of himself surrounded by his four wives and his 
wany children! 

HeWede 











